The theme of this edition, "Technolodies, Models, and Processes in Nursing and Health Care", pushes us to reflect upon the influences of technology upon human development in this century. Far from having exhausted the subject, we seek in this context to better understand that technology is important to health care in that it has implications for the interpretation of history, contemporary practice, the future of professions, and above all because it influences social actions, conceptions, and agreements.
Since the 1940s, we have experienced a rapid expansion of knowledge and abilities and in the manner in which technologies have expressed themselves, in the most varied areas of health care: in education, in care, in research, and in management as a direct result of scientific and technological development. This expansion has motivated the evolution of specialized services, communities, clinics, and people within the environments that are references in client care, changing values, policies, economics, and human relations. Thus, the nursing practice continues to be revolutionized through the impact of technology. We have worked with innovations which have challenged us and think in new and different modes of nursing practice and science. These technological advances have inspired us to permanently reflect upon what Nursing HAS BEEN, IS, and WILL BE.
Upon reflecting upon the impact of technology in nursing practice, we will need to comprehend that it is crucial to have balance between technology and the real presence of the nurse in order to fulfill the role of nursing in the health care system. Rather, what determines if a technology de-humanizes or de-personalizes or objectifies nursing care is not technology in and of itself, but principally how technologies operate in the context of people; which are the significances that are attributed to it; how an individual or a cultural group defines what is human; and what the potential is for the technique to emphasize rational order or efficiency. As with technology, human care is a socially constructed reality. The power that any technology exercises is derived from how it acts in a given situation and its significance.
Technology is not then a paradigm of care opposite the human touch, but above all an agent and an object of such a touch. Technology in and of itself can only be a factor which humanizes, even in the most technologically intense arenas of health care. The dualities of technology as a product and as meaning; material and meaning; product and process, rest not in its necessary opposition to humanization, but especially in its resourcefulness. That is, they rest in its existence as both material objective force and as a dynamic socially constructed reality. 
